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Summer Slowdown 


The summer season— always a light one— will be even appreciably lighter this year as 
almost all lists show a marked curtailment.: And in this tissue there is even no evi- 
dence of quality rather than quantity. Names, rather than performances, will carry 
Margaret Lee Runbeck's PINK MAGIC and Ben Ames Wilitams'’ FRATERNITY VILLAGE (both 
Houghton, Mifflin) to a certain market. The surest selier here, primarily because 
of its Literary Guild selection is Robert Standish’ ELEPHANT WALK (Macmillan) which 
we reported earlier and with not too great enthusiasm. See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
May 12 


Davis, Burke Rinehart 
WHISPER MY NAME $2.75 


The terrors and ignominy of “passing” detail the story of Daniel Gordon who 
comes to Elizabeth, N. C., in 1910 to start a new Christian life with this new name. 
Driven from Philadelphia by Jewish persecution, he makes an open stand against his own 
people, in his little, cheap store, but he is crucified again and again by the unrelent- 
ing aridity of the tight-minded town. He is successful in his first enterprise, and in 
his second, as partner to an old die-hard, ina high class dry goods store. He has Katie, 
scorned for her mother's sins, as a mistress; Lucy, an inadequate gentlewoman is his 
wife. In becoming a flattered public figure, he still fears the stigma of Jew, never 
realizing that those close to him know and respect his secret. His efforts to help the 
Negroes bring disaster, and he is at last confronted by others' knowledge of his secret, 
by the fact of his useless torture. Serious consideration of the price of self-betrayal 
and suppression, this explores the roots and psychology not only of its central character 
but also of the personalities and development of a Southern town. Lacks the smoothness 
of Gentleman's Agreement though. 


May 16 


Paul, Louis Crown 
SUMMER STORM $3.00 


A sophisticated overlay of montage and motivation for this gathering of a group 
of people over a weekend- the friction between them which reflects more largely the frus- 
tration of their lives- and a minimum of action which is generated by a summer storm. 
There is Dr. Quean, a neurologist, whose practice of the idle rich is a poor substitute 
for the more serious work he preferred to do; Eldreth, his wife, whose pressure towards 
money and success had made him what he was; Bob Lightner, a playboy, increasingly im- 
mersed in liquor; Betty, the girl who loved him but could not redeem him; Granik, her 
impressario; etc. etc. The violence- and the hysteria- precipitated by the storm which 
isolates the women eventually dies down, serves as a partial catharsis for Eldreth... 
Cosmopolitan, this is also essentially static, and chiefly for more worldly women readers. 
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Maugham, W. Somerset = Doubleday 
QUARTET $2.50 


Probably the release of the four panelled English film of this title has placed 
it in the public mind for what it is,- a collection of four unrelated episodes, stories 
written- and published- by Mr. Maugham over a good many years. The Facts of Lifeis a 
semi-ironic tale of a boy who disproved all his father's warnings, by getting away with 
gambling at Monte Carlo, and getting the better of the woman in the case; The Alien Corn, 
while the outline of the plot is the story of an English youth who aspires to be a pro- 
fessional musician and kills himself when a professional tells him it is no go, actually 
is interesting chiefly for its undercurrent commentary on anti-semitism among Jews; The 
Kite is an odd bit about an adult who clings to a boyhood passion for kites and is aston- 
ished when his marriage is wrecked on that fact; The Colonel's Lady - in my opinion- the 
best story of the four, is a story of still waters running deep, as the inconspicuous 
wife of a Colonel Blimp publishes a book of verse which presumably reveals facts her 
cocky husband never suspected in her. The book includes these four stories, and the 
screen scripts. Particularly interesting to people who would like to see how the shift 
over is made. Notices of the screen release, so far as I've seen them, are not wholly 
enthusiastic, but the Maugham name carries a definite sales value for the book. 


June 15 


McCall, Marie John Day 
THE EVENING WOLVES $3.00 


The fanaticism, and the frenzy, which attended the persecution of flesh and 
the devil in early New England as a background for the story of Jonathan Grigg, the 
youngest minister of Boston Town, and Ann Walton of Salem, whom he loved and was to 
‘marry. Grigg, with his intolerance of sin and physical passion- in others- in himself, 
grows more indulgent through his marriage and Ann- whose compassion extends to the poor, 
the sinful and the heathen. But it is Dorcas, fourteen, and also in love with Jonathan, 
who to torment Ann and attract Jonathan, pretends to be bewitched, later accuses Ann as 
the hysteria of witch-hunting pervades even Boston. Found guilty, Ann is sentenced to 
death, and although Jonathan is also convinced of her guilt, he helps her to make her 
escape. Only some months later, in the aftermath of reason which follows, does Jonathan 
realize that Ann is innocent... A perennial fascination of theme here, and a story which 
holds its own better than its characters- but a little close on the heels of Shirley 


Barker's Peace My Daughters (Crown). 


Carroll, Consolata Farrar, Straus 
I HEAR IN MY HEART $3.00 ~ 


A successor to Pray Love, Remember, which introduced the Farrells- an Irish 
Catholic family living in upstate New York- this concentrates its focus on Viola Farrell, 
the eldest of four, follows her through childhood on. Viola, sensitive, restless, fan- 
ciful, reflects many of the excitements and let-downs of younger years, the worry over 
her grades- and the disfavor of her father against whom her mother is always a protective 
insulation. There are first beaux, graduation, the bid to a sorority, and on to Pratt 
Institute and the decision to teach. Securing a position in a Catholic college, Viola 
is responsive to the security, the serenity there, slowly is drawn toward the calling 
to be a nun... A natural quality here, a warmth and sincerity gives this a general 
reader interest (particularly for women) beyond the obvious Catholic market. 
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June 15 
Deasy, Mary Little, Brown (A.M.P.) 
CANNON HILL $3.00 


Revolving around a place called Bard City (presumably the mid-west) before and 
after World War I, this is about a middle-aged tea-sipper named Rhoda Beauchamp, and her 
rooming house. Robert Brand and his daughter Bronwen come to Bard City and rent one of 
her rooms- Brand an uneducated coal miner who is determined to become a doctor. The long, 
hard pull that this involves estranges him from his daughter and Bronwen becomes intro- 
spective, independent and removed until she falls in love with and marries the adventure- 
some wanderer, Lamson, who stops off at Bard City on his way to the wars and is later 
killed therein. Other angles include Rhoda's relatives and thoir financial bickerings 
and Brand's prostitution of the medical profession. Unrelievedly duil and flat, with no 
sense of vitality, this bears little relationship to her earlier he House of Spring (1947). 


June 16 


Runbeck, Margaret Lee Houghton, Mifflin 
PINK MAGIC $2.75 uv 


Ursula was too long a name- Lambie was a pretty sickening nickname, but is was 
better than other derivatives and diminutives, so Ursula Prowder tried to resign herself 
to continued use of the nickname when she went on a chaperoned trip to Mexico to study 
Art when she was sixteen. Socially, she knew she was an abysmal failure; intellectually, 
she knew she was like her scientist father and she hadn't learned to conceal it. This is 
the story- told through her own eyes in her own words- of how failure heaped on failure, 
how she tried to acquire "pink magic"- the adolescent conditioning for social success- 
and failed, until Wally Grant came along and they found that in each other they had dis- 
covered what all the others lacked, complete understanding. There's a certain amount of 
humor, corny humor to be sure, and the sustained level of adolescent thinking is set by 
very arbitrary use of current lingo (and oh how fast that dates- "“natch"- “cert"- "smooth" 
and so on and so on a? *tauseam), Might have a plus teen age sale. 


June 20 


Taylor, Rosemary Crowell 
COME CLEAN MY LOVE $3.00 


With a bow to the Clarence Budington Kelland type of slick fiction, this devel- 
ops an insouciant tale of business competition along with heart throbs. For Wyatt Bruce 
discards his literary ambitions and descends from his ivory tower to help run the Sunshine 
laundry when his Mother's alimony is stopped, and his excursions into the commercial cut- 
throating and merciless pursuit of an enraged competitor are backgrounded b;y his indecision 
over Cordelia and more buxom, Janey. His ingenuity in placating customers and in public- 
izing the laundry wins the loyalty of the plant, his Mother uses her wiles on her friends, 
Cordelia and others come through on the financial side and eventually the Sunshine is 
victorious. Wyatt gets the right girl, too. Frothy. 


June-Bi- «2 | 


Williams, Ben Ames Houghton, Mifflin _ 
FRATERNITY VILLAGE $3.00 Y 





This is a made to request book, the result of years of queries as to where the 
Fraternity Village short stories could be found in book form. Some of these stories date 
back almost thirty years; some are fairly recent; most of them have appeared in periodi- 
cals with the S.BE.P. as the chief source. On the reputation built with these stories, 
Ben Ames Williams was, for years, considered one of the chief spokesmen for the State of 
Maine, and rereading them intensifies this impression. His Fraternity Village lives for 
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his readers; the storekeeper, with his earnest assistant, the doctor, the neighboring 
farmers - and chief in our hearts, Chet McAusland, who introduced Ben Ames Williams to 
the woods and marshes and streams of his beloved countryside. Some of the stories are 
action stories, but most of them are homespun character stories- and all of them have 
that quality of reality, from the sense of authenticity of sights and sounds and feel 

of the village to the true story character in the things that happened, and the way the 
neighbors talked about them over Will Bissell's pot-bellied stove. A collection of stor- 
ies that will appeal to those who knew them as they came along- and to men who like to 
swap yarns of dogs and guns and country folk. But not a book for the relatively new Ben 
Ames Williams' market of Leave Her to Heaven and Strange Woman. 


June 22 


Grey, Zane Harper 
THE DEER STALKER $2.50 


Report repeated from Page 92, February 15th bulletin, when reported for earlier 
publication: “More of the same old output, this tells of Ranger Thad Eburne, forest con- 
servationist, and his attempt to protect a herd of 50,000 deer doomed to death. It also 
tells of Eburne's love for Patricia, a moneyed, rootless eastern girl who feels that the 
west will purify her past and start her on a new life. Failing in his efforts to save 
the herd when a blizzard blocks the deer drive out of the canyon, Eburne returns to 
Patricia to find his love for her justified and reciprocated.... By certain standards, 
this may still seem like good, clean fun." 


Neugass, James Harper 


In harsh, almost flagrant terms, this is the story of a New Orleans family, 
cruel and contemptuous with the power of wealth and morally destroyed by it. Here are 
the Ewarts; Otto, president of the company and hated by all; Homer whose dissolution in 
women and liquor is a thorough one; Sybil, ambitious for her husband, Charles, but unable 
to disguise her sexual aversion to him- autocratic as a wife, vicious as a mother. There 
are the fracases which flare up between them all- over Julie, the secretary, slept with 
by Homer and wanted by Charles; over Otto's bribery of a politician with Homer's money; 
and finally the move to New York where Sybil hopes to get more money through Charles- 
but only succeeds in destroying his happiness and her children... The wrong side of the 
right people, this includes pity on occasion- but is not for tenderer tastes. 


June 23 


Skidmore, Hobert Doubleday 
O CARELESS LOVE $3-00 2 


Hobert Skidmore has had an uneven record to date. His first novel, Valley of 
The Sky, was @ moving psychological novel of a flier, a story that hovered on the margin 
of the supernatural. Disturb Not Our Dreams almost slipped into the sentimental class, 
with a story of a child with a birthmark, loved and protected by her self-appointed guard- 
ians in an old ladies’ home. (Both published by Houghton). Now comes this oddly unreal 
story of Emily Hewlett, to whom the “oldest profession” seemed her only role, but not for 
commercial reasons, rather because she had so much love to give. She couldn't seem to 
get started. She was booted out of one community; her story went before her and in her 
next stop, Felicity, she spent her first night in jail- an odd sort of jail where the con- 
stable's wife prepared a gala meal for her to share with them, and shopped for curtains 
to make the cell more homey. In the course of her brief stay in Felicity she proved a 
catalyst; she brought lovers together, she released inhibitions and untangled misunder- 
standings; she made the men uncomfortable and- oddly enough- had most of the women on her 
side. And she fell in love herself and knew she couldn't offer it for sale. There's a 
faint suggestion of the subtle social commentary of The Respectful Prostitute with an aura 
of naivete as overlay. An odd bit- for a rather off-the-beaten track market. 


oe | 


RAIN OF ASHES $2075 3 
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June 28 


Roughton, Mifflin sv 
REVOLT IN SAN MARCOS $3.00 ° 


North, Robert Carver 


A thoughtful - inquiring novel of motivations, of trends and persuasions, and 
the pressures and forces molding and conditioning modern man, this time exemplifiec in 
Carlos, a mountain boy of a Latin American country. Carlos is divorced from the ideuls 
of his old uncle when he sees the violence following the backwash of a revolt in the city 
of San Marcos, and his murder of his step-brother drives him from home. In the city he 
goes from a gang of lawless kids to a job with Don Ricardo, a liberal judge, who gives 
him schooling in the Catholic church. Doubts drive him into railroad building, and he is 
continually confronted with the despair caused by the iron hand of the dictator, Ronca, 
who is backed with the money of American Prettyman. Trying to save his bride's father, 

a confirmed Marxist, Carlos is jailed in a medieval dungeon, is released through his 
wife's position as Ronca's mistress, and finds, among the charcoal burners, the word of 
Communism offering hope for their plans. Carlos is instrumental in getting the fierce 
guerrilla bands to join the new uprising, and witnesses the victory in San Marcos. But 
he learns that Don Ricardo, the new president, along with others, is ready to deal with 
the old enemy. There is a strong feel of Latin American character as well as country, 
of individual as well as national psychology, and the ideological arguments are sounded 
in detail - this won the Stegner prize of 1948 at Stanford University. 


Standish, Robert Macmillan 
ELEPHANT WALK $3 .00 


Report repeated from page 67 of the February 1 bulletin, when scheduled for 
earlier publication, as follows: “A more popular slant than previous Standish novels, 
this story of the power of a place over people has something of ea Kipling plus Hichens 
flavor. On Ceylon Tom Carey changed failure in coffee to success in tea planting and 
roused a nemesis when he built his big manor across a long used elephant trail. His 
motherless son inherits the land and house as well as the vengeance of the elephants, 
marries Ruth on a visit to England. Although she is ready to accept the pattern of life 
George has lived as a bachelor, Ruth is faced with the animosity of his old friends, her 
fear of and sympathy for the elephants. Her passion for Wilding, George's estate manager, 
threatens her security, and he leaves her for World War I not ‘mowing she is to bear his 
son. Announced missing, he ruins her dreams of freedom by his return to the plantation, 
again arouses her but kills her feelings when she discovers his native mistress. Ready 
for loyalty to George, sure of the future for her son, whom George believes his, Ruth's 
hope to be free of the house is brought about by the destruction caused by the old ele- 
phant about to die... Not on the original side but a readable portrayal of the lost 
colonial way of life.” The Literary Guild selection for July will give this sales impetus. 


GREAT SHAKES 
May 2 


Ford, Leslie Scribner 
DATE WITH DEATH $2.50 


This is not a Colonel Primrose story - but the earmarks of Leslie Ford's tech- 
niques are here in the chattily social atmosphere, the stress on conflicts of personality, 
on romantic byplay rather than on the routine unravelling of mystery. A young doctor, 
about to hang out his shingle in Annapolis, is unwittingly involved as accessory after the 
fact of what looks like a murder in defense of her good name. Three young people are up 
to the hilt- and the fact that the doctor experiences love at first sight doesn't help 
make his thinking very clear. Lots of red herrings and false clues and complications of 
character and incident keep the reader from seeing the truth before a simple fact in medi- 
cine provides the missing link, and the case is solved to the satisfaction of all who mt- 
ter. 















April 15, 1949 Mysteries -219- 


May 31 


Waugh, Hillary Coward -McCann 
THE ODDS RUN OUT $2.50 


eeee Dut the chances are you'll have a good time with Sheridan Wesley, as with 
& little prompting from Diana, his wife, he takes on the case of Sherwood Carter whose 
body is washed up on a Connecticut beach. Sheridan's aptitudes as a private detective, 
and Diana's charms- let loose on the male members of the Carter family- combine to secure 
the right information and the killer. Excitement enough and a fresh touch to this. 


June 15 


Bonnamy, Francis Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
BLOOD AND THIRSTY $2.50 


Bonnamy and his bride on honeymoon, find that a Maine island offers little 
peace, or quiet, for murder and terrorization hound them. The closely, and distantly, 
related Easterly family serve to put the Bonnamys on their mettle, but are nearly driven 
off when Bonnamy'’s boss, Shane arrives. Shane lets fly a whole barrage of monkey wrenches 
and finally uncovers the plot and motives behind the corpses and caprices. Bright. 


June 22 


Murray, Max ‘ Farrar, Straus 
THE QUEEN AND THE CORPSE $2.50 — 


| A diary of scurrilous scandals is the motive for murder aboard the Queen Alex- 
andria,west-bound from England. It is Almsford, likable dilettante, who disposes of the 
diary, pursues his American love, and straightens out those whose reputations are threat- 
ened by the book. A girl's death back in England, the killing of the woman who holds the 
diary, old skeletons brought to light, offer debonair deducing. 


Gilbert, Michael Harper 
HE DIDN'T MIND DANGER $2.50 


The restless, dissatisfied demobbed vets and the new world of juvenile delin- 
quents, ready for easy money and thrills, are the key to England's new crime wave, and it 
is Inspector Hazelrigg and ex-Commando McCann who unmask the brains behind the current 
lawlessness. Jewel robberies, jewels for sale, smoothly organized operations, plenty of 
danger for McCann - all up to a tale on the quick action front. 


June 23 


Lobaugh, Elma K. Doubleday 
I AM AFRAID $2.25 


Crime Club. The apprehensive atmosphere for the first person recitative of Dor- 
othy, newly and uneasily the wife of Edward and stepmother of his children, Stephen and 
Emily. These two, poised and unnatural beyond their years, give no overt indications of 
their antagonism, and with nothing to go on save her own doubts and fears, Dorothy is near 
death before the intent to kill is substantiated... Momentarily unnerving rather than 
retrospectively satisfying. 


Nelson, C. M. | Doubleday 
BARREN HARVEST $2.25 


Renton, clerk, and Mrs. Crichton, housekeeper, for penurious old solicitor 
Herbert Bayford, after a lifetime of unrewarded service, hope for compensation at his 
death. They fear his nephew, David, Oxford undergraduate, will inherit,and conspire to 
bring on a fatal heart attack before the will favorable to them can be altered, Mrs. 
Crichton’s death follows and David, with the help of his fiancee and her grandfather, 


slowly and painstakingly break down Renton's story, get him to confess. Sustained, if sober. © 























April 15, 1949 NON - FICTION -220- 
Many To Choose From- but Nothing is Choice 


For the more serious reader, Arthur M. Schlesinger'S THE VITAL CENTER (Houghton, Mifflin) 
is stimulating; and for considerably lighter tastes, there 1s Billie Burke's WITH A 


FEATHER ON MY NOSE (Appleton-Century-Crofts).  There’s an established name value in 
H.L. Mencken's CHRESTOMATHY (Knopf); and the new Harold J. Laski— LIBERTY IN THE MODERN 


STATE (Viking)- will command some critical attention. No wide sales however on any of 


these-— reported below. 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS | | 
Mey-3 - Ay ye i } = \{ 


Ibarra, Francisco & Random House 
Gregoire, Armand FRENCH SELF-TAUGHT $3.00 & 


Approximately fifty pages will introduce the student to the sound values of each 
letter or group of letters in a Key to Pronunciation and to basic approach to the practi- 
cal use of this one volume self-teacher. The system was used in the armed services during 
the war, and while the basic instructional method is followed, suggéstions for alternate 
plans of study are made. The system provides for three parts to each lesson: (1) a voca- 
bulary and exercise in its use; (2) an exercise introducing conversation; (3) an exercise 
in translation from English into French. Step by step, anyone with a slight grounding in 
French will find it all comes back, and facility grows. To those approaching the subject 
with no background, the success of the system depends largely on the mastery of the in- 
troductory lessons on pronunciation and sound values, so don't bypass. them. 


May 7 


Dies, Edward Jerome University of N. C. - Chapel Hill 
TITANS OF THE SOIL $3.50 


A worthwhile capsulizing of the contributions and achievements of 17 great names 
in agriculture, their lives, work, and accomplishments in national and world fields. This 
shows the coupling of original thinking and practical minds, the experiments and experi- 
ences each had in his life, the development of science, mechanization, the Department of 
Agriculture, pure food, inventions and discoveries, and how all played their part in the 
growing knowledge of farming. From George Washington and Thomas Jefferson, through Eli 
Whitney, Deere and McCormick, Harvey W. Wiley,- this roster affords a quick survey of the 
advances that have built our agricultural empire, and in a closing chapter highlights the 
work of nine others. An easy reference book for farm schools and libraries, useful in 
its concise presentation of its material. Illustrated, references, and index. 


May 23 


Goldring, Douglas Dutton 
TRAINED FOR GENIUS $3.75 





A biography of Ford Madox Ford which- in its presentation of the man and his 
work- attempts to cancel out many of the prejudiced misjudgments he received in his life- 
time, and to restore a certain perspective on his “private life” which was fully- if not 
wholly objectively- recorded by two of the women who shared it with him. Born into a 
circle of celebrities, Ford had an early conditioning in the literary life, displayed as 
a child that “sensitivity to impressions” which was to be his greatest gift as a writer, 
greatest weakness as &@ man. Eloping at 20 with Elsie Martindale, these first years of 
marriage brought the uneven friendship with Conrad with whom he collaborated, the more 
formal friendship with Henry James, and an acquaintance with the greats of the time. His 
editing of the periodical which lost him money, and Elsie, had its importance in his dis- 
covery of new writers- lawrence, Pound, etc. Followed the strange and combustible associ- 
ation with Violet Hunt; the menage- in Paris- with Stella Bowen; and the last years of best 
seller success in America after a lifetime of the occupational hazards peculiar to the 
artist~ humiliations, disappointments, and financial failures... Even if based in friend- 
ship, this is always a just estimate of the man, though one may question the interest Ford 
Madox Ford holds for the reader of today. 
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May 25 


Schlesinger, Arthur, Jr. Houghton, Mifflin 
THE VITAL CENTER $3.00 






































Pulitzer Prize winner (with his dge of Jackson) and probably the youngest im- 
portant historian in the United States, Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. here speaks for a genera- 
tion that came too late to fall under the spell of the Communist dream, and that now views 
with alarm the decadence of Communism seizing hold of vast tracts of Europe and Asia. He 
feels that we can defeat Communism~- without war- and within the framework of our liber- 
ties (granted debate, identification, exposition). But first we must know what we face. 
He presents a thoughtful analysis of the totalitarian left and the reactionary right, 
meeting on joint grounds of tyranny and terror. He surveys the record of American busi- 
ness - in politics, in social welfare, in international foreign policy; he feels that free 
society can still lose by default. He surveys, too, the failure of the left, as myths 
have taken the place of faith. The case of Russia- the penetration, through an insidious 
underground, of America, present a challenge of totalitarianism we must face. Our prob- 
lem is one of faith and time:- faith in our own freedoms, time to do what is necessary to 
save them. We must renew the traditional sources of American radicalism. Civil rights 
and civil liberties must be made to mean something again; the doctrine of "clear and 
present danger" must take on new significance; hysteria must be recognized as a useful 
weapon, employed to their advantage by the Communists. Today we are proving we can win 
at home, as evidenced by labor, the veterans' organizations, and the political parties 
in the past year. We are winning in Europe with the containment Truman Doctrine, and the 
rebuilding with the Marshall Plan; we are losing in Asia, where we must support the Na- 
tionalist movements. The Soviet must lose the battle of totalitarianism before we can 
relax preparedness and make world government a reality. This is a plea for freedom as a 
fighting faith, for democracy to recharge its moral energy, strengthen its recognition 
of the individual. A difficult but important book. 


May 35 | 


Burke, Billie ' Appleton-Century-Crofts 
& Shipp, Cameron WITH A FEATHER ON MY NOSE $3.00 





* The life story of Mary William Ethelbert Appleton Burke - known as Billie - 
which amiably covers her theatrical and married life. Not stage struck, but prodded by 
a determined and enterprising mother, unknowingly trained by her father, an international 
clown, Billie, in her docile obedience, found herself popular in musical comedy- and 
comedy in London at 18. She came to America and continued her career under Charles 
Frohman, and with the stars of the day, until her marriage to Florenz Ziegfeld. Then 
there were the hurdles of Anna Held, Lillian Lorraine, Olive Thomas, Ziegfeld's financial 
tangles, his devotion to the Follies, and a career of holding the marriage together in 
spite of gossip, marital troubles and family affairs. Staying with him until he died, 
she paid his debts, returned to moving pictures and the radio...Vivacious, filled with 
fashion, theater, names, the light touch here is pleasant and personal. 


Mey3t 7)? 


Stapleton, Elsie Prentice-Hall 
SPENDING FOR HAPPINESS $2.75 


Based on extensive consultant experience, this is a book on money management 
which follows no set standards but tries to indicate where your money goes, what it gets 
you, and how it may be getting away from you. In an analysis of spending patterns which 
are keyed at lower income levels chiefly, you will be able to determine certain fixed 
factors in the family economy; your home or retnal; the operation of your house; food; 
clothes, savings and insurance; health; church and charity; gifts; education; furniture; 
pleasure; allowances; etc. The balance here is sensible rather than severe- the inten- 
tion to enable you to know what you want most for the money you have to spend, but not to 
spend beyond your means. And the breakdown- percentage~wise- of approximate demands upon 
your income will give this a specific value for home use. 
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June 8 


Wright, Frank Lloyd Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
GENIUS AND THE MOBOCRACY $5.00 


In a prosody which has many peculiarities- presumably modern and notable among 
them a strange inversion of sentence structure, this is a memorial to Louis H. Sullivan, 
prophet without honor, and the aesthetic-architectural credo he formulated- functionalism. 
Wright, who in his early years served as a draughtsman under Sullivan- the “lieber-meister 
- has made a selection of his drawings reproduced here, and outlines briefly the triumph 
and the tragedy of his career, the character of his genius and philosophy. He also in- 
cludes some messianic-metaphysical thoughts of his own in an attack on the *mobocracy® 
which “swarms and swamps what genuine democracy we have built into our commonplace”; on 
the mechanization which occurs in mobocracy and causes the rejection of the individual, 
the genius; etc. etc. Of highly specialized appeal, for devotees, professionals. 


Fischer, Louis- éd. Harper 
THIRTEEN WHO FLED $3.00 


As an answer to the Russian problem, and perhaps the Achilles' heel of Stalin's 
dictatorship, Louis Fischer has singled out the defection of many of Hitler's Russian war 
prisoners- who refused to go home- as the most “significant” evidence of Russia's failure. 
These accounts of thirteen who fled are those of representative rather than special fig- 
ures; their stories are “human and personal and therefore politically illuminating". You 
will meet the soldier who decided that “soviet citizens give too much and get too little"; 
the university student who knew only hunger and terrorization; the young Communist who 
lost his conviction; the woman whose husband was interned and who preferred “to go into 
the unknown" rather than return; a mother and daughter; a worker; a veterinary; an in- 
tellectual; a collectivized peasant; etc. etc. All reveal more than compulsion and coer- 
cion, but years of deprivation, fear, suppression which could no longer be endured. And 
beyond the personal drama of these stories, there is the hope that “dictatorship fails 
with the individual”. Not surely saleable, but the Fischer name will add impetus. 


June 9 


Wilson, Earl Doubleday 
LET 'EM EAT CHEESECAKE $3.00 
2.95 
Three long articles - a visit to a nudist colony, a defining of humor, and an 
evening with Petrillo - are included in this round up of various types of jokes, stories, 
quips and ad glibs. Wilson has categorized them according to region, sports, vaudeville, 
newspaper, magazine, nationalities, medical, religious, Jewish, Scotch, food, insults, 
etc., etc., and added special personality sections - Groucho Marx, Joe Frisco, Harry 
Hershfield, George Jessel, sports and screen stars, presidential and column favorites 
and retorts. There are stories of, and by, and on - in the name value field, there's 
plenty of variety and at least a laugh on every page. For the humor sections - your 
money's worth, and introduced by Arthur Godfrey. 


June 10 


Croy, Homer Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
JESSE JAMES WAS MY NEIGHBOR $3.50 


The story of Jesse James who did so much in his short life- he was only 35 when 
he was betrayed- that he has become a legendary figure. The author who grew up in that 
part of Missouri where the James boys lived, among the people who had known them, has done 
extensive research to uncover new facts, weed out the spurious, and contribute an authen- 
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tic biography. This tells of Jesse's background; the bloody struggle between Kansas and 
Missouri; the Civil War in which Jesse and Frank fought in a guerrilla band on the Con- 
federate side; the war's aftermath when the James, the Youngers, and others embarked on 
their successful career of band and train robbery. There is a picture of the man,~-good, 
kind, thoughtful, religious on the one hand- and on the other, brash, cunning, hot temper- 
ed and cruel. And finally, the ill-fated robbery of the bank in Northfield, Minnesota, 
which cost the James boys the loss of all their band- which forced them into hiding- under 
assumed names. But Jesse could not make a goal of farming, returned to the old life, and 
was betrayed by Bob Ford, shot for the money on his head... A forever fascinating figure 
and story~ this has an appeal particularly for men and boys. 


June-10 9/25 


Schauffler, Robert Haven Putnam 
FRANZ SCHUBERT: The Ariel of Music | $5.00 


A thorough, definitive and highly readable study of Schubert, this presents 4 
sympathetic picture of the man and an understanding of his music. Divided into two parts- 
the first is devoted to Schubert's life, the peasant background, the stern schoolteacher 
father, the mother he worshipped, Ferdinand- the brother he loved best among many brothers 
and sisters, and Schubert himself, small, rotund, unattractive and sickly. Cheerful and 
fun-loving at times, he was also depressed at others, but was at his best among his large 
circle of friends and admirers, portrayed in detail here. The second part of the book 
deals with Schubert's music in greater detail, the chamber music, sonatas, the songs for 
which he was best known in his day, the dramatic music so unsuitable to his talents, re- 
ligious music, symphonies.. Of interest to the general reader and the more serious musi- 
Cian, these Schauffler biographies have a long range rather than immediate sale. 


June 13 


Farrington, S&S. Kip, Jr. ’ Coward-McCann 
RAILROADS OF TODAY $5.00 


Sportsman and railroad buff, Farrington makes a new chapter to current steel 
rail travel, noting the improvements, new equipment, better performance and speed in 
freight and passenger operation, the development of CTC (centralized traffic control), 
and the Dieselization that has occurred. This is for the fellowship for whom all facts 
of railroading are fascinating, for its coverage of the crack trains and the projects of 
the progressive companies is detailed and comprehensive, and its presentation is enthusi- 
astic and graphic. Exciting stuff for the fans. Illustrated. 


Russell, William Coward-McCann 
THE BOLIVAR COUNTRIES $4.00 


This addition to The Invitation To Travel Series concentrates on those countries 
connected with, and by, the hero Bolivar - Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela. The chapter 
headings are catchy and provocative, and the material is based on bus, plane, train, car, 
boat - and shanks mare - travel of 105 days. The result is a personal record of the 
lands, the people, the cultures and the present day attitudes and characteristics; there 
is enough history, economic and political background to round out the picture; there are 
highlights of contrast and detailed descriptions of obvious and little known tourist 
stopping places; there is a feel for leisurely travel and sympathetic understanding. A 
book that reflects faraway places graphically, which not only commends but criticizes, 
which has a listing of cathedrals, hotels (decisively graded), an appendix of necessary 
information for traveling in these countries, and a bibliography - this is for the stay 
at home as well as the wanderer. Maps. 
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June 1 20 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Graham, Lloyd 
NIAGARA COUNTRY $3.50 

A vivid picture of the history and the people of one of the United States’ spec- 
tacular scenic regions, this manages an able coverage of the double nationality involved. 
From the Indian, French, British, and Dutch occupations, on to the dual interests of Can- 
ada and the United States, this follows the course, from arrows, to swords, to words, of 
dispute, battle, and political maturity. Here are the traders, the soldiers, and finally 
the settlers and homeseekers, the violence and death that attended their lives; here are 
the great potentialities that were developed, the towns and cities that have grown up, 
the characteristics of the land as well as its people...Of definite locality interest, 


this continues a colorful series. 


Knopf 
A MENCKEN CHRESTOMATHY $5. 96, 


Mencken, H.L. 


The culling of the best, the choicest passages, from the famous Prejudices. 
which in their day made Mencken leader of the iconoclasts, shocker of the conservatives, 
and favorite of the younger generation. Today, the essays, the passages, the epigrams 
and maxims, make good reading, but somehow we take him in our stride. He has made few 
alterations- some elisions- but in the main they stand as written. Since the series of 
Prejudices, six in all, have been unavailable, many will welcome the accessibility of this 
material in one weighty tome. His ribaldry, his refusal to accept the orthodox, his 
puncturing of frauds, his gift for the pat phrase, the colorful figure of speech, all make 
for refreshing reading. His views on women, on sex, on religion, on morals, on govern- 
ment, on democracy have been much quoted, frequently misquoted. Here's a chance to read 
him for yourself. He will endear himself to few, for he debunks pretensions, and shows 
the clay feet of idols. Even his obituaries make no concessions. Urbane and witty, he 
is frequently a healthy irritant. Kconomics, pedagogy, psychology, science come in for 
some subtle dissection. There are bits of personal history- polemics against the New 
Deal- commentary on modern criticism and its shortcomings- buffooneries (including the 
bathtub hoax)=- rich choice for varied moods. And an excellent introduction for this 


generation to a man who loves life. 


June 15 


Keithley, Ralph Caxton 
BUCKEY O'NEILL $3.50 


An exuberant biography of an exuberant figure, Captain William O. O'Neill, who 
was to become Arizona's favorite son. “Irish as a brickbat and just as full of fight", 
Buckey O'Neill deovted his many energies to many pursuits- but primarily to the advance- 
ment of Arizona. A typesetter in Phoenix, a boom camper in Tombstone, a court reporter 
and editor in Prescott, a probate judge, and a sheriff- O'Neill became really famous with 
his pursuit and capture of some bank robbers in the Canyon Diablo affair; later led a one 
man crusade against the railroads, prospected for copper, helped to extend the railroad 
and put through a water system for Prescott, and ended as a Rough Rider in the Spanish 
American War, was killed at San Juan Hill. The roaring 80's, and one who matched them, 
this will appeal to the wide western action adventure market- old and young. 


Rock, John, M.D. & / c+ Random House .” 
Loth, David VOLUNTARY PARENTHOOD (9 ~ ~ > $3.75 3 


* A first- and important first- scientific presentation of planned parenthood, 
this makes accessible medical information not only on the control of conception, but also 
on its stimulation. It is here, in the many new developments medicine has made to elim- 
inate childless marriages, that the book makes its pioneer contribution- and this is also 
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where the general public is least informed. In a consideration which is economic, physi- 
cal, and psychological- Dr. Rock covers the knowns, and unknowns, of contraceptive mea- 
sures; infertility, its causes and treatment; and many misconceptions about sex practices 
and habits, sterility, birth, compatability, etc. Much of Dr. Rock's concern is with the 
lack of facilities for proper information and treatment: the doctors- too few and too ex- 
pensive for the average man; the limitations of the overworked hospital clinic; the in- 
adequacies of your drugstore “Doc”; and the need, nationwide,for orgamized birth control 
and fertility clinics, the need for public health service... A popularization in the best 
sense of the word, this crusadss to override ignorance and provide information which 
benefits both parent and child. 


June 16 7 


la Farge, Oliver Houghton, Mifflin 
THE EAGLE IN THE EGG $5.50 v 





Have any other branches of the armed services had so gifted a recorder as the 
Air Transport Command has in Oliver Is Farge? Frankly, I expected to be somewhat bored 
with this meticulous record of the spectacular growth of this mighty system of airways 
from a tiny nucleus. la Farge has made the story fascinating, even when it gets techni- 
cal and statistical; he traces the many ramifications, from the early days of the Ferry 
Command to the miracle of the Berlin Airlift today. The supplies flown over the Hima- 
layas,the personnel transported from continent to continent, the spanning of oceans and 
deserts, the eliminating of space and time, make this one of the great achievements in 
war and in peace. Problems of organization, of personalities, of interrelation of ser- 
vices complicated the early days, but big men overrode the difficulties and made the 
A.T.C. one of the major factors in victory. la Farge has told its story supremely well. 
The market will be air-minded readers as well as those personally interested in the A.T.C. 


June 20 


Altrocchi, Julia Cooley Dutton 
THE SPECTACULAR SAN FRANCISCANS $4.50 


Unlike The Proper Bostonians, this might be termed a social history rather than 
a dissecting of character. The sity is the hero=- a spectacular and a stalwart hero, while 
the personalities, too numerous to catalogue, are symbols of successive periods. A dra- 
matic and unbelievable city, is fascinating San Francisco. Mrs. Altrocchi goes back to 
its early days, a sun-baked mud village. The Spaniards came, leaving an indelible im- 
print; the British, the Russians- quickly forgotten; the Mexicans and the Yankees remained. 
Mission and presidio and rancho made their pattern of life, and even in those days there 
was @ largeness, an extravagance in the pattern. Then came the gold era, many levels of 
society, mushroom growth of a gold-mad city, the making of a state- the story is told in 
bits of history, of biography, but chiefly a panorama of the fashions, the arts, enter- 
tainment, a way of life with the groundwork of great fortunes. At the end of its first 
American city decade, San Francisco was taking form. Then came the silver era, an era of 
mad extravagance, an Arabian Night's dream. The magnificent gaiety of the ‘90's followed; 
and early in the new century, holocaust- and incredible revival. The tempo of society 
quickened again; the Panama Pacific Exposition set its seal of achievement. Then came 
war- and the dancing between wars- the diamond jubilee- the Golden Gate Exposition- the 
fantastic '40's- war- and the United Natians conference. Colorful- dramatic- good read- 
ing. There's a veterans’ market here; a West Coast market; a market for regional material. 


laski, Harold J. | Viking 
LIBERTY IN THB MODERN STATE 92.75 


Repeated from Page 49, January 15th bulletin, when reported for an earlier pub- 
lication date, as follows: “A short book, compact with meaning which still carries punch 
even though the original half comes under laski's own stricture, - 'the heresies of today 
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are the orthodoxies of tomorrow’. In 1930 the last part of this book was published and 
hailed as an ‘eloquent plea in broad libertarian vein'. Today, with the addition of a 

90 page introduction, and with revision in the body of the text, it might still be so de- 
fined, though at some points (specifically, perhaps in regard to socialized medicine) 
laski is surprisingly guarded, almost conservative. His views on the achievements of 

the Russian Revolution bear rereading, particularly as he has modified his statements by 
balanced criticism of Communism becoming riddled with the disease of bureaucracy - and 

in the vicious circle of the one-party state, government by persuasion has given way to 
government by force. He criticises, too, the worship of Stalin and its concomitants, 

but urges that credit be given the extraordinary achievements. The new Introduction in- 
dicates the dangers still menacing liberty in the modern state. He re-defines its basis, 
its scope. He says that liberty still hinges on the issue of property and illustrates 
the failure of the Labor Government in Palestine as a failure to recognize that foreign 
policy must reflect domestic policy. He feels that the sole way to avoid disaster and 
another war is to recognize national sovereignty as obsolete, to accept the fact that 
private ownership of means of production must go, that the United Nations must be revised 
if the essentials of national freedom are to be maintained in an international community. 
One mistake on the part of the United States or Russia might precipitate war in a world 
of mutual recrimination with the breakdown of agreement on fundamentals. The way ahead 
must lie through functional federalism, supranational planning. There's plenty of con- 
troversial material not only in the Introduction, but in the revision of the original 
text, but in the main, this is a reasonable, and for Laski, a middle-of-the-road presen- 


tation of his political philosophy. 
June 21 


Farrar, Straus 


Fabricant, Noah 
HEADACHES $2.50 
Man's most common ailment, its causes- when known, and its therapies- when suc- 
cessful, described at a lay level for presumably the interested victim. Headaches, which 
are usually a symptom or a functional disturbance, have a wide range of variation in their 
frequency, their severity, their source. Here they are examined in relation to the eye 
and eyestrain, glaucoma; to facial neuralgia; allergies; sinus; tumors and other brain 
disturbances; high blood pressure and constipation; and such specifics as migraines, hang- 
overs, sunstroke, etc. etc. get their due. No home nostrums are indicated- this is just 
@ general introduction to what your doctor may tell you. The market however would seem 
& little spotty. 


June 23 


Liebling, A.J. Doubleday 
MINK AND RED HERRING $2.95 


Sub-titled “The Wayward Pressman's Casebook", these articles- all of which 
originally appeared in The New Yorker, comprise a fairly precise and perforating investi- 
gation of the infallibility of written words- in this case those of the press. And with 
unfailing markmanship, Liebling delivers some chastening criticism of his confreres and 
sob sisters, their boomerangs, duds, alarums, and plain exaggerations and errors. Here, 
in particular instances which have incited him to research and reproach, are the varied 
versions which appeared on headline high spots and sore spots; the atom bomb and food 
prices; the Lady in Mink- on the relief payroll, and Princess Blizabeth's wedding; a 
controversy over rooks, and a regional gestapo- the Mississippi Bureau of Investigation; 
the French murderess Mme. Schlumpf and the un-american Elizabeth T. Bentley; red herring 
and hotbeds, from spy scares to the Hiss-Chambers affair; and the all time record out on 
& limb, the national election, when “Practically every newspaperman above the grade of 4 
Sokolsky was stunned into contrition”. There's some pretty brilliant stuff here, which 
is very funny too, but one questions whether the no longer topical interest in many of 
the subjects scored may not limit the appeal of the volume. 
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June 23 

May, Jacques, M. Doubleday 
SIAM DOCTOR eos ° ale 
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The somnolence of the Orient,and the luxuriance of its maladies,-this tells of 
many curious medical and personal histories encountered by an American surgeon there, 
first in Siam, then in French Indo-China. Fascinated with the rich pathology of tropical 
medicine, and the many strange to sympathetically moving cases he was to treat, May has 
collected here the more provocative of his experiences. There was the new and not too 
young bridegroom who was poisoned by the aphrodisiac in which he induiged; the diplomacy 
and prim protocol which surrounded his attendance on a Royal Princess; a rampant cholera 
epidemic in Hanoi; a home which housed a snake farm; and there were the many killers with 
which he contended, malaria and blackwater fever, intestinal parasites, opium, tumors- 
heavier than their victims, leprosy, venereal disease, etc. etc. and the superstition as 
well as the stoicism of the natives... Not as impressive an account as Burma Surgeon, 
this is for some of that market and is highly readable. 


Mora, Jo Doubleday 
CALIFORNIOS $3.00 
TS 
In word and picture, a pleasantly casual introduction to the original cowboy- 
the vaquero- who preceded his Texan counterpart by eighty years. Here you will find in- 
digenous information on the vaquero, his life and times during the days of the early 
Californian friars and missions and cattle- left in the custody of the vaqueros, part 
Indian, part Mexican. Roundups and rodeos; costumes, mounts and equipment; the “amansa- 
dor” with his special superiority as a bronc buster; the booming hide-~ and- tallow trade; 
@ll this plays a part in this story of a little known figure in a popular profession. Jo 
Mora is also the artist-author of Trail Dust and Saddie Leather (1946) which Scribner 
published. The market will be regional- chiefly- with an additional audience among 
young boys. 


Holland, Hilda- Ed. Farrar, Straus 
WHY ARE YOU SINGLE? $3.00 -— 


Report repeated from page 45 of the 1/15/49 bulletin- when scheduled for spring 
publication- as follows: “Don't sell this as a marriage mart. This is interesting mater- 
ial, psychologically speaking, for those who would have the status of not so blessed 
Singleness analyzed authoritatively by various scientists and psychiatrists. Although in 
the editor's introduction, lack of opportunity is claimed as the main factor in the fail- 
ure to marry, other basic causes are traced by contributors as they discuss insecurity, 
the fear of inadequacy in women; marriage shyness in men; desertions from the marital 
tradition and sexual motivation; parental responsibility; the Oedipus complex- and in 
reverse- the career woman; married neuters; divorce, etc. Turning from the psychological, 
there is a statistical breakdown of geographical predispositions towards marriage, occu- 
pational factors, and so on. The contributors include some generally well known names 
as Theodor Reik, Abraham Stone, Fritz Kahn.* 


' June 26 ch 
Cook, Canfield : Whittlesey 
COLOR MOVIE MAKING FOR EVERYBODY $3.90 
¥ e- 8 


An excellent question and answer guide to moving picture procedure which takes 
into account an amateur's ignorance as well as more expert information. The proper study 
of this, or reference to it, should cut out much waste, not only of film but also of ex- 
pense (lenses and other equipment). Basic essentials, refinements of techniques, be- 
ginning to special problems, this is most helpful guidance for high quality colored moving 
pictures. This would be of more use to the new moving picture camera owner than other 
more technically styled books, since the author not only gives courses in New York City, 
but in other sections of the country,and is besides a lecturer for camera clubs and a pro 
fessional film-maker, and thoroughly understands ell phases of color movies. 
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June Ww 


Ives Washburn 


Hale, Richard W. Jr. 
THE STORY OF BAR HARBOR $3.00 

To many who know Bar Harbor only by hearsay, it is a summer resort for the idle 
rich,- the very idle and the very rich. Actually, it is much more than just a famous 
resort, it is a unique New England town whose history dates back to the early 17th, pos- 
sibly even the late 16th century. In 1604 the indefatigable Champlain sailed into French- 
nuan's Bay, one of the beauty spots of the world around which the town of Bar Harbor was 
built. About 250 years later, “summer people” discovered it. What happened in between 
and what happened since is told in The Story of Bar Harbor. The story closes with the 
great fire and its aftermath, which- in 1947- came near to making Mount Desert live up 
to its name. For summer visitors, both residents and transients, the book will have 
definite appeal. Some of the year-round residents, descendants in many instances, of 
early settlers, will claim it as their own. But we question its appeal to those who do 
not know the place. The writing is for the most part pedestrian. It would seem as 
though the author had missed the opportunity to make more vivid use of some of the inter- 
esting incidents he touches on. And there are some what seem inexcusable mistakes (let's 
hope they are caught in the proof). Local sale- and nostalgic sale largely. 


TOO MANY- TOO LATE 


Leach, George B. (“Brownie")- Ed. Dial 
THE KENTUCKY DERBY Diamond Jubilee $5.00 


The market for this can readily be charted and narrowed down to (a) profession- 
als in the field of horse racing; (b) amateurs interested in horse racing, in breeding 
of racing stock, in the drama of the Kentucky Derby as highlighting the American racing 
season; (c) those among the throngs who attend the Derby who like to own- if not to read- 
books which place them as sportsmen. Quite definitely, it is only of incidental interest 
to those who want to read books about horses, for it is primarily an all-inclusive record 
and reference book, of historic interest in relation to the Derby, set against the nation- 
al scene. The arrangement is in accordance with this goal:- a double spread for each of 
the 75 years, historical background of the year on one page, historical data of the Derby 
of that year on the other, photographs of winners, and spot photographs of events or per- 
sonalities of national interest. Charts of winners, pedigrees, tabulated racing records, 
lists of owners,of winners, of starters; lists of breeders, trainers, and so on. A book 
to display from publication date through Derby week in May; thereafter to carry in sports 
book department in limited quantity. Picture book format. (4/21) 


Doubleday 


Jacoby, Oswald 
HOW TO WIN AT CANASTA $1.00 

The latest runner up for popularity in the rummy field (though there are many 
who are still staying with gin and oklahoma) is this import from South America which has 
its laws laid down in this small handbook. Whether two play, or three, or most generally 
four, here are the basic procedures of play, on to the fine points, offensive and defen- 
sive positions, etc. etc. The demand for this will vary with the increasing interest in 
the game. The Reilly book on canasta (Washburn) has sold very well. (4/21) 


Dutton 


Scarbrough, George 
TELLICO BLUE $3.00 


An addition to regional poetry is this little volume of verse by George Scar- 
brough. It is named after a region in the smoky mountains which must be very beautiful, 
as it is described again and again and lovingly as “blue crystal and cedar". It is a 
land of small mountain farms and deep woods where once the Indians roamed. The author 
himself is part Cherokee in his ancestry. The poetry is somewhat less beautiful than 
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the land it celebrates. Though it often mentions the language of Chaucer and Shakespeare 
that is still prevalent in the Smokies,it speaks with something less than that pure accent. 
But some of the youthful experiences recorded are intensely and sincerely felt; the beauty 
of the bulls on his father's farm, the sorrow in the death of the younger brother, and 

the ever recurrent joy in the landscape. The influence of Jesse Stuart is recognizable- 
the appeal will be regional chiefly. (4/22) 


Francois~-Poncet, Andre Harcourt, Brace 
THE FATEFUL YEARS $4.00 


Based on his dispatches from Berlin- which ran to forty volumes- these are the 
memoirs of the French Ambassador covering his years of service in the German capital, 
1931-1958. These memoirs which are solely political,never personal, offer another direct 
testimony of the prelude to war. From Bruning's downfall and the end of parliamentary 
democracy in Germany, to the advent of Hitler and the elimination of all his adversaries; 
the break with the League; the German-Polish accord; Germany's rearmament; the absorption 
of Austria; the Saar plebescite; the end of Locarno; the disposal of von Fritsch; the 
alliance with Mussolini; and finally Munich, inévitable result of Britain's weakness. 
Once again there is the portrait of Hitler and his insatiable will to power, his temerity 
and his obduracy, his pride and his brutality... It is very questionable however if this 
period of past history- and known history- no mtter how well recorded= will attract the 
attention of the general reader today. It will presumably serve however as amplifying, 
documentary material. (4/25) 


Clark, William Bell Louisiana State Univ. 
CAPTAIN DAUNTLESS Press- $4.50 


To many John Paul Jones symbolizes United States naval history during the war 
for independence, but Nicholas Biddle was another who did much for the embryonic navy of 
revolutionary times. Killed in action at the age of 27 while in command of the frigate 
Randolph, Biddle had already established his reputation as a skilled navel officer. Raised 
in Philadelphia, he shipped out on a trader to the West Indies, was shipwrecked, became 
@ midshipman in the Royal Navy and gained a sound education in naval tactics and funda- 
mentals~- returned to take part in the war for independence, and quickly rose through two 
commands, both executed well. An unfamiliar figure, Biddle is established here as a 
worthy partner of John Paul Jones. The market however. will be chiefly among students of 
naval history. (4/20) 


Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary G. & C. Merriam 
Starts at $6.00 


Reviewing a dictionary is really a technical job, which we wont attempt. A few 
key points relating to this entirely new Webster's Collegiate Dictionary will help the 
average customer to know wherein this edition (there have been five previous editions) is 
important to acquire. In format it is more legible, easier to use, the thumb tabulation 
is a definite asset, the weight of the thin paper edition is amazing in view of its 1200 
pages, 125,000 entires, 2300 illustrations- many of them brand new. There are numerous 
special features:- approximately 5000 biographical names are included, there's a pro- 
nouncing gazeteer, a rhyming vocabulary, an excellent section on punctuation. The dic- 
tionary is based on Webster's New International Dictionary, a standard in many libraries, 
business houses, etc. The inevitable comparison will be made with The American College 
Dictionary (Random House) which has a clearer type face and in many instances checked for 
comparison, fuller definitions on such entries as proper names, historical events, etc. 

I think the inclusion of certain facts ordinarily associated with almanacs (lists of 
colleges, for instance) is a point in Webster's favor, as is its already established name 
and fame. Bindings and prices:- blue buckram-thumb indexed-$6.00; red fabrikoid, thumb 
indexed-$7.50; black leather, gold edges, thumb indexed-$10.00; limp pigskine thumb in- 
dexed-$12.50 (available in dark blue or light brown- gold edges).... Reference books are 
a Must for general stock the year round, and special promotion for graduation gifts is 
important now. (4/29) 
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Upjohn, Everard M., Wingert, Paul S. Oxford Univ. Press 
& Mahler, Jane Gaston- contr. HISTORY OF WORLD ART $6.00 


An achievement in clarity and condensation, which should serve admirably as an 
introduction to a history of world art, rather than as a rounded study in itself. The 
format of the book is unusual: the 313 pages of illustrations come first, in chronological 
order, so that they constitute a graphic record in themselves, while supplying illustre- 
tion (throughcross reference) for the text pages following. The arts are here interpreted 
in terms of history and accepted concepts of criticism. Concentration on painting, sculp- 
ture and architecture of civilization in Europe, North America and Asia necessarily pre- 
cludes discussion of subsidiary and minor art developments. The major historical facts 
set the background for the main periods, with emphasis on centuries most significant in 
culture:- the Age of Pericles, the Romanesque, Gothic and Baroque periods, the Italian 
Renaissance, the changes in the 19th century under industrial and urban cultures. Miss 
Mahler has made a significant contribution in her chapters on the great cultures of Asia. 
Glossary- suggested reading lists, art maps, chronologies, and index add to the value as 


a reference tool. (4/23) 


de Goncourt, Edmond & Jules Phaidon (distr. by Oxford) 
FRENCH XVIII CENTURY PAINTERS $2.50 


The authors of these monographs on six French painters were contemporaries of 
Flaubert and Zola. Their interpretation of French painting is founded on intimate knowl- 
edge of documents connected with the subject. Their texts today serve as miniature surveys 
of the best French paintings of the period, authentic, entertaining reading. An Introduc- 
tion and biographical notes precede the monographs on Watteau, Boucher, Chardin, La Tour, 
Greuze and Fragonard. A beautifully designed book with 100 photographs, 4 in color. (4/21) 


Fromentin, Eugene Phaidon (distr. by Oxford) 
THE MASTERS OF PAST TIME $2.50 


Companion volume to above in a 19th century art critic's appraisal of the mas- 
ters of Dutch and Flemish painting from Van Eyck to Rembrandt. Fromentin was a painter 
as well as a writer. Attracted by the realistic approach of Dutch masters, he became an 
authority on the close identification of the artists with the people, the country, the 
climate of the Low Countries. The emphasis is on romantic appreciation; there are surpris- 
ing omissions (for instance, Vermeer). The editor has included in his choice of 100 il- 
lustrations those paintings on which the critic dwells, and in addition, other examples of 
Dutch and Flemish art which provide a survey of their history. (4/21) 


Gudde, Erwin G. Univ. of Calif. 
CALIFORNIA PLACE NAMES $10.00 


This project of studying place names was launched as part of the writers’ pro- 
ject of W.P.A. and continued under the auspices of the University of California as their 
contribution to the Centennial. Place names are studied as records of the past, as hist- 
ory and biography, as part of language. This is actually a geographical dictionary of 
California, with omissions that are of purely local or antiquarian interest, but including 
folk names, and names important in the history and geography of the state. There's an 
introduction which briefly outlines the early history, the Indian place names, the coming 
of the European explorers. Glossary. Bibliography. (Publ.) 


Bush, Douglas- Ed. Viking 
THE PORTABLE MILTON $2.00 

Additions to the Portable Library need no introduction, so well have these com- 
pact, well designed small volumes established themselves. The Introduction to the Milton 
is an interesting appraisal of Milton's story in relation to his work; his philosophy as 
a product of the European tradition and a dynamic mind and personality, his political, 
social and religious thinking. A Bibliography and Chronology add to student value. In- 
cluded of Milton's works are Paradise Lost, Paradise Regained, Samson Agonistes, Comus, 
and a number of the early poems and sonnets; and, from his prose works, Areopagitica com- 
plete, and selections from other works. (4/29) 
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Ziff-Davis 
HOW TO WIN AT TENNIS $3.00 


Kremer, Jack 


Jack Kramer is outstanding in tennis history and here shares the products of ten 
years of amateur tennis, and his present status as a record crowd drawing professional | 
with young aspirants to net prowess. The basic fundamentals of play are succinctly de- 
scoribed:- something of tennis history, equipment, insistence on importance of starting 
right, discussion, with photographs of grip, stance, strokes, service, plays, tactics. 

The last section deals with health and temperament, the importance of practice, the rules 
of lawn tennis, tennis clinics and tournament play. Arthur Haug's illustrations in them- 
selves provide running instruction accompanying the text. Introduction by Ellsworth 
Vines. (Publ.) 


Macauley, Thurston-/d. ‘Ziff-Davis 
THE GREAT HORSE OMNIBUS $5.00 


A personally selected collection 9f stories of horses, in fiction, non-fiction 
and poetry, which ranges in time from the days of Homer on through to those of Hemingway, 
Steinbeck, Damon Runyon and others. Here is the horse - with children, in battle, in the 
West, in racing, in the chase, in trading; there are stories of adventure, of comedy and 
wisdom. The work of excerpting from longer works, the arrangement of the material, the 
balance maintained is able and thoughtful, so that the whole provides a careful skimming 
of the literature on horses for a special audience. There is an appendix on horse racing 
and an index, plus an introduction by Bing Crosby, and there are illustrations. Well 
worthwhile, even a crowded field. (4/29) 


Sarazen; Oliver; Snead;-eto.- Ads. Ziff-Davis 
THE GOLF CLINIC $3.00 


Six great tournament players, Gene Sarazen, Ed Oliver, Sam Snead, Lloyd Mangrum, 
Jim Ferrier and Ellsworth Vines pool their experience to aid beginning, or self-bettering 
golfers. Hach man has taken the subject in which he has established himself as the author- 
ity, and they discuss grip and stance; swing; iron play; chipping, pitching and putting; 
trouble shooting; wood shots on the fairway; etc. Illus. with photos. (Publ.) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Caxton 

Denison, B.W.=- ALASKA TODAY- the publisher is incorrectly listed as Cattell 172 

Dryden, C.- UP THE COLUMBIA FOR FURS- price from $3.00 to $4.00 167 
John Day 

Buck, Pearl- KINFOLK- from 5/18 to 4/21 115 
Doubleday 
(R) O'Brien, J.A.- THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS- from 5/5 to 5/26. Price from $2.75 to 

$2.50 139 

Harcourt, Brace 

Barr, S.- THE PILGRIMAGE OF WESTERN MAN- from 5/5 to 7/1 164 
Harper 

Roosevelt, Kermit~- ARABS, OIL AND INDUSTRY- fram 5/11 to 4/27 166 
Houghton, Mifflin 

Vincent, H.P.- THE TRYING OUT OF MOBY DICK- from 4/28 to 8/30 165 
Longmans, Green 

Burton, K.- THE NEXT THING= from 4/? to 5/18 196 

Ingles, J.W.- A WOMAN OF SAMARIA- definite date 5/18. 183 
Putnam 

Heyer, Georgette- ARABELLA- from 5/6 to 5/20 184 

Hill, Roberta- THE DESPERATE WALL- from 5/6 to 4/29 156 
Scribner 

Rusk, R.L.- RALPH WALDO EMERSON- from 5/2 to 5/23 196 
Simon & Schuster 

Hall, Geoffrey- THE END IS KNOWN- postponed indefinitely 161 

Roebert, John- TOUGH COP- definite date 6/10 190 


William Sloane 


Van Doren, Mark- NATHANIBL HAWTHORNE- postponed to 4/26 
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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Fenenga, Alice Fideler 
My ANIMAL BOOK $1.50 

A coloring, stencil and story book all in one, which rates as a merchandise item 
except for its price which takes it a bit out of its class. The wide pages, bound in heavy 
board, with flat plastic spiral backbone give it the look of a play book and perhaps it 
would sell better in the toy department. Seven animals- each with a full page of realis- 
tic colorful picture, double colum story text, outline of the picture for coloring, and 
separate pushout page- make up the whole. The stories are fairly routine and unimagina- 
tive, presenting the small listener with some facts of animal life woven into the story 
of Raman the work elephant, Little Camel, Necko the Giraffe, Father Lion, Mother Grizzly, 
the Farm Horses, the Pet Rabbit. A couple of hours sedentary fun, but no particular 


profit educationally speaking. (Publ.) 


Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


Tresselt, Alvin 
$1.75 


BONNIE BESS The Weathervane Horse 


A black horse with a plumed tail on a weathervane makes a better bid to popular- 
ity than the less familiar eagle of Carl Carmer's Eagle in the Wind (Aladdin- see report 
last October- P. 525)- but the story echoes that one at many points. Once again the proud, 
lofty weathervane becomes the hapless victim of circumstances; it takes a tumble off the 
deserted barn, is consigned to a junk heap, rescued by an antique dealer, and is eventu- 
ally bought by the farmer who has put the old barn back into condition. There's an at- 
tempt in the rhythmic text to interpret the weathervane’s point of view- it is a straight 
story of the adventures of Bonnie Bess, told in text and sprawly postery pictures by 
Marylin Hafner, a new illustrator to me. She shows considerable imagination and promise, 
and in her technique reminds one of Bemelmans and Duvoisin (appealing more to adults, 
perhaps, than to children, who sometimes find the cartoon drawing of the human beings, and 
the impressionistic effect of the backgrounds unrealistic and confusing). In a season 
where good picture books are few and far between, this stands out. (4/22) 


Little Golden Books Simon & Schuster 
Each $.25 


Duplaix, Georges~ GASTON AND JOSEPHINE. Ill'd. by Feodor Rojankovsky 
Jackson, Kathryn & Byron- KATIE THE KITTEN. I11°d. by tHe Provensens 
*Werner, Jane - THE FUZZY DUCKLING, I11'd. by the Provensens 

Werner, Jane - GOOD MORNING AND GOOD NIGHT. Ill‘'d. by Eloise Wilkin 


Gaston and Josephine (originally published 1932) is the story of the adventures 
of two pigs, en route from a mountain town in France to America...-Xatie the Kitten is 
an “original” - the captions with the pictures tell the adventures of a tiger kitten.... 
The Fuzzy Duckling is our favorite of the lot- a counting book-up to ten- for tiny child- 
“ren, & book with lots of small animals and delightful pictures....Good Morning and Good 
Night has two stories, one about a little boy who didn't want to wake up (a lot of parents 
wont approve of the scary means used to wake him, without results), and the other about 
@ little girl that didn't want to go to bed at all. Beguiling pictures. (Publ.) 
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Lewis, Ronny & Jollison, Marion | Hart 
PLAYTIME PACKAGE $1.00 


A giant game and puzzle book for boys and girls from 4 to 8, The selection of 
material is keyed to 6 to 8 more specifically, I should say, and parent assistance is 
indicated in perhaps a majority of the things to do. Coloring and drawing fun is repre- 
sented with twenty selections while cutouts have twenty eight, and other activities in 
varying numbers,- picture building, picture activities (these are particularly good as 
they have the stimulus of memory check, identification, and so on. There are stories 
and poems and play ideas, which will help harried adults. At this price, the fact that 
the book is virtually a throw-away-when-finished item doesn't matter. Steady improve- 
ment in format (type face, clarity of drawings, paper) adds to value. (Publ.) 


Thompson, Jeff E. & Blaine, Annie Hart 
GIANT PLAYBOOK $1.00 


This is another game and puzzle book from this prolific publisher- one planned 
for boys and girls from 7 to 11. There is very definite recognition of the interests of 
this older group in the inclusion of board games, tricks, things to make, hero stories, 
jokes and riddles. There is the usual array of picture puzzles and mazes, which appeal 
to the younger in this age group, while the quizzes and word games go well with the older 
ones. Some of the activities necessitate cutting the book, so check on back of page for 
order of use. As indicated in the report on Playtime Package, the format this season 
shows improvement over previous books. (Publ.) | 


EASY READING 


Crawford, Phyllis Holt 
LET'S GO! $1.50 


The story of a little boy who was always in a hurry - and of the nightmare that 
snapped him into realization of the error of his ways. A nightmare which transported 
him to the land of Quick, where everyone was in a hurry all the time, with no chance to 
rest. Somehow it falls short of being either convincing fantasy or entertaining moral- 
izing, there's a patronizing tone, a talking down, that seems strangely out of date. One 
comment- from a youthful listener- was “This is silly!" -- From Phyllis Crawford, who 
can do much better, it is a disappointment. Line drawings by Theodore Guerin. (Publ.) 


FICTION- 8 - 11 


Hosford, Dorothy Holt 
SONS OF THE VOLSUNGS $2.50 


A re-issue of a fine book published originally in 1932, this is an adaptation 
of William Morris’ epic poem, Sigurd the Volsung, specifically that part of it that deals 
with Sigurd's ancestry and birth, and his awakening of Brynhild. It is the same legend- 
ary hero on which Wagner based his libretto for the Nibelungen Ring and this particular 
part parallels the story of Siegfried. It is recounted with the heroic grandeur that 
belongs with deeds of gods and the mortals those gods befriend and protect. Young read- 
ers love the sweep and color of the phraseology. Illustrated by Frank Dobias. (5/2) 
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Wilcox & Follett 


Pistorius, Anna , 
WHAT BUTTERFLY IS IT? $1.25 
: Third in @ series of nature picture books, the first two of which were Which 
Bird Is It? and What Animal Is It? This one, too, makes use of questions to stimulate 
the reader's interest, by posing an odd puzzling question to lead into the short informa- 
tive text on types of butterflies. This acts as a sort of teaser, with the answer to 
each question given in the text below. The accompanying illustrations are colorful, neat- 
ly drawn, but lacking in detail, and with somewhat confusing labeling. Occasionally, 
there is no label at all. There's need for a good first butterfly book, so it is too 
bad that this hasn't more accurate basic facts. It leans too heavily on entertaining 


oddments. (Publ.) 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG ADULTS-Fiction 


Carroll, Consolata Farrar, Straus 
I HEAR IN MY HEART $3.00 


Story of an Irish Catholic family living in upstate New York, with the focus on 
the eldest of the children, Viola, from childhood on. Sensitive, restless, fanciful, 
Viola goes through the excitements and let-downs of younger years, the worries over her 
grades, the conflicts with her father offset by the support of her mother. There are her 
first beaux, graduation, bid to a sorority, then Pratt Institute to train to be a teacher. 
Securing a position in a Catholic college, Viola responds to the serenity there and is 
drawn to the idea of becoming a nun. There's a natural quality here, a warmth and sin- 
cerity which has appeal beyond the Catholic market. But for younger readers, the inter- 
est would be largely among Catholic girls. (For full report see P. 215). (6/15) 


Runbeck, Margaret Lee Houghton, Mifflin 
PINK MAGIC $2.75 


Do adolescents like to read about the growing pains of adolescents? Particularly 
of girls who are misfits, too big, too unsophisticated, too unpopular with boys for the 
sense of “belonging” they all seem to want? This is the story of 16-year old Ursula, who 
went on a chaperoned trip to Mexico because of the: problems the summer would precipitate 
at home. She had a good many hard knocks and disappointments; she found the application 
of the “pink magic” formula to make her a social success not too successful. But she moet 
Wally Grant, and they found in each other perfect companionship. There's a certain amount 
of humor, corny humor to be sure; and the level of adolescent stream of consciousness is 
sustained by arbitrary use of the current lingo, which dates too fast. But perhaps the 
book has something for this reading level. (For full report see P. 216) (6/16) 


Recommended Mystery 


Gilbert, Michael Harper 
HE DIDN'T MIND DANGER $2.50 


England's crime wave- demobbed vets=- juvenile delinquency - and a story of the 
unmasking of the brains behind the current lawlessness. Quick action. (See P.219) (6/22) 


Non-Fiction 


Burke, Billie Appleton-Century-Crofts 
WITH A FEATHER ON MY NOSE $3.00 


Vivacious autobiography, filled with fashion, theater, names, the light touch 
here is pleasant and personal. “Bille” Burke was prodded onto the stage by an enterprising 
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mother, and trained by her father, an international clown. She found herself a London 
favorite in musical comedy at the age of 18; came to America under Frohman, and later 
married Florenz Ziegfeld. There were hurdles in that marriage, financial tangles, a 
full career in holding the marriage together despite marital troubles and family affairs. 
After his death she went back into pictures and radio. (For full report see P.221) 


(5/25) 


Keithley, Ralph Caxton 
BUCKEY O'NEILL $3.50 


O'Neill became famous with his pursuit and capture of some bank robbers in the 
Canyon Diablo affair, but there's that and more that should appeal to the wide western 
action adventure market in this exuberant biography of an exuberant figure. Capt. William 
C. O'Neill became Arizona's favorite son,- a typesetter in Phoenix, boom camper in Tomb- 
stone, court reporter and editor in Prescott, probate judge and sheriff- and finally, a 
Rough Rider in the Spanish American War, where he died at San Juan Hill. The roaring 
"80's and one who matched them. (Full report P. 224) (6/15) 


Farrington, S. Kip, Jr. Coward, McCann 
RAILROADS OF TODAY $5.00 


Exciting stuff for railroad fans, in an up to the minute coverage of crack trains 
and the projects of the progressive companies, improvements, new equipment, better perform- 
ance and speed, and so on. The presentation is enthusiastic. (Full report P. 223) (6/13) 


Croy, Homer Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
JESSE JAMES WAS MY NEIGHBOR $3.50 


Jesse James has become a legendary figure, though he was only 35 when he was 
betrayed. The author grew up in that part of Missouri from which the James’ boys came, 
and this is an authentic biography, set against the bloody struggle between Kansas and 
Missouri, the Civil War- and the war's aftermath when the James and the Youngers launched 
their careers as bank and train robbers. A forever fascinating figure and story, this 
has special appeal for boys. (For full report see P. 222) (6/10) ‘ 


Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary G. & C. Merriam 
$6.00 & up 


This is merely by way of announcement- as reference books are tops for gradua- 
tion gifts, and this sixth edition is being issued April 29th. The inevitable comparison 
will be with The American College Dictionary. The Webster includes some items not usually 
associated with dictionaries (lists of colleges, for example); all editions have thumb 
indexing; there's wide choice of bindings- and the Webster name carries considerable 
weight. (For fuller report see P. 229) (4/29) 


Schauffler, Robert Haven | Putnam 
FRANZ SCHUBERT $5.00 


A thorough, definitive and highly readable study of Schubert, a sympathetic 
study of the man and an understanding of his music. The first two thirds will prove good 
reading even to those with no particular musical background; the last section deals with 
the music in greater detail. Schubert came from a peasant background, was one of numer- 
ous brothers and sisters and at his best in the large circle of friends and admirers, 

r portrayed in detail here. (For fuller report see P. 223) (6/10) 
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Kramer, Jack Ziff-Davis 
HOW TO WIN AT TENNIS $3.00 

A popular professional player, with ten years of amateur standing behind him 
presents the basic+efundamentals of play, with photographs of grip, stance, strokes, ser- 
vice, plays, tactics. He discusses too the history of tennis, the rules, the importance 
of practice, tennis clinics and tournaments. The illustrations provide running instruc- 
tion to accompany the text. (Fuller report P. 231) (Publ.) 


Macauley, Thurston- /d, Ziff-Davis 
THE GREAT HORSE OMNIBUS $5.00 


A collection of stories of horses, in fiction, non-fiction and verse, from the 
days of Homer, on to Steinbeck, Hemingway, Damon Runyon and others. Here is the horse 
in battle, in racing, in the chase, in trading, in the cattle country; there are stories 
of adventure, comedy, wisdom. The whole provides a careful skimming of the literature 
on horses for a special audience. There's an appendix on horse racing and an index; an 
introduction by Bing Crosby; illustrations. (Full report P. 231) (4/29) 
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Sarazen; Oliver; Snead, etc.- Eds. Ziff-Davis 
THE GOLF CLINIC $3.00 


Six great players pool their experience to aid beginners, and to help golfers 
who would improve their game. Each man takes the subject in which he has established 
himself as the authority; they discuss grip and stance, swing, iron play, chipping, 
pitching and putting, trouble shooting, wood shots on the fairway, etc. Illustrated 
with photographs. The increased interest in golf among younger players gives this more 
value at this level of reading interest than would have been true a few years ago. 

(For fuller report see P. 231) (Publ.) 


BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Rock, John & Loth, David Random House 
VOLUNTARY PARENTHOOD $3.00 


A scientific presentation of planned parenthood making accessible medical in- 
formation not only on the control of conception, but also on its stimulation. The book 
here makes its pioneer contribution. In a consideration which is economic, physical, 
and psychological, Dr. Rock covers the knowns, the unknowns, of contraceptive measures; 
infertility, its causes and treatments; many misconceptions about sex practices and 
habits, sterility, birth, compatability, etc. Much of Dr. Rock's concern is with lack 
of facilities for proper information and treatment; the doctors, too few and too ex- 
pensive for the average man; the limitations of the overworked hospital clinic; the 
inadequacies of the drugstore “Doc"; the need for nationwide birth control clinics and 
public health service.....A book to use in those libraries where there is a special 
shelf of books for parents, hence the duplication of the report in this section. For 
fuller report see P, 224. (6/15) 





